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THE WORLD’S BEST WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COMING TO AUCKLAND MUSEUM IN DECEMBER 

The world-renowned exhibi�on, on loan from the Natural History Museum in London, will open 
exclusively in Aotearoa New Zealand at Tāmaki Paenga Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum on 
Saturday 9 December 2023. Wildlife Photographer of the Year 59 will deliver excep�onal images that 
capture fascina�ng animal behaviour, spectacular species and the breathtaking diversity of the 
natural world.  

Using photography's unique emo�ve power to engage and inspire audiences, the images shine a light 
on stories and species around the world and encourage a future of advoca�ng for the planet. 

Auckland Museum Chief Execu�ve David Reeves says the Wildlife Photographer of the Year 59 is a 
must see for anyone passionate about the natural world and its protec�on. 

“It’s a privilege to again offer the latest itera�on of this world-class exhibi�on to Aucklanders. 
Wildlife Photographer of Year is not only an opportunity to see the world’s best nature photography, 
but also allows us to examine and learn about our natural world and what we risk losing if we don’t 
priori�se its protec�on,” says Reeves. 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year is the most pres�gious photography event of its kind, providing a 
global pla�orm that showcases some of the best photography talent from around the world for 
nearly 60 years. Launching in 1965, today the compe��on receives entries from 95 countries all over 
the world, highligh�ng its enduring appeal. This year’s award-winning images will embark on an 
interna�onal tour that will allow them to be seen by well over a million people. It is the fi�h �me the 
hugely popular annual exhibi�on has been on show at Auckland Museum.   

This year’s compe��on atracted an astounding 49,957 entries from photographers of all ages and 
experience levels. During an intense week at the Natural History Museum in London, entries were 
judged anonymously on their crea�vity, originality, and technical excellence by an interna�onal panel 
of industry experts.  

https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MjE5XzE1MDM4XzE2NjQzNl82OTk1&l=da15854d-2858-ee11-a831-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MediaRelease%3AWildlifePhotographeroftheYear2023&utm_content=version_A


The winning images, including the pres�gious Grand Title Award winners, will be announced on 10 
October 2023. 

Dr Doug Gurr, Director of the Natural History Museum says, 'We are facing urgent biodiversity and 
climate crises, and photography is a powerful catalyst for change. The Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year exhibi�on reveals some of nature’s most wondrous sights whilst offering hope and achievable 
ac�ons visitors can take to help protect the natural world.’ 

The exhibi�on at Auckland Museum is a chance to view these stunning photographs, beau�fully 
illuminated, up close and in person from Saturday 9 December 2023. Tickets are on sale from 28 
November at aucklandmuseum.com. 

[ENDS] 

IMAGES AVAILABLE HERE 

 

For image or interview requests contact:  

Samantha McKegg, Publicist  
Tāmaki Paenga Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum  
smckegg@aucklandmuseum.com  | +64 21 458 353  

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 59 
OPENS SAT 9 DEC 2023 – FEB 2024 
AUAHA ATEA NUI SPECIAL EXHIBITION HALL 
ADULTS $9, CHILDREN (0-15) FREE 
CONCESSIONS (STUDENTS & SENIORS) $8 
FREE FOR MUSEUM MEMBERS 

TICKETS ON SALE FROM 28 NOVEMBER. 

 

ABOUT AUCKLAND WAR MEMORIAL MUSEUM  

Auckland War Memorial Museum is one of New Zealand's first museums. The Museum tells the story 
of New Zealand, its place in the Pacific and its people. The Museum is a war memorial for the 
province of Auckland and holds one of New Zealand's top three heritage libraries.  
 
It has pre-eminent Māori and Pacific collec�ons, significant natural history resources and major 
social and military history collec�ons, as well as decora�ve arts and pictorial collec�ons.  
 

ABOUT WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 

• The Natural History Museum’s acclaimed Wildlife Photographer of the Year compe��on and 
exhibi�on ignites curiosity about the natural world by showcasing Earth's extraordinary 
diversity and highligh�ng the fragility of wildlife on our planet. Using the unique emo�ve 
power of photography, the compe��on inspires people to think differently about their 
rela�onship with nature and become advocates for the planet: 
www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibi�ons/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year.html 

https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/visit/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2023
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/db3srzrqfgshqgyk7mrqt/h?rlkey=7jdvxsbkrcybqx4fx6x9ogerr&dl=0
mailto:smckegg@aucklandmuseum.com
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/visit/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2023
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/visit/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2023
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/your-museum/about
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year.html


• Wildlife Photographer of the Year was founded in 1965 by BBC Wildlife Magazine, then called 
Animals. The Natural History Museum joined forces in 1984 to create the compe��on as it is 
known today. The compe��on is now solely run and owned by the Natural History Museum.  

• Open to photographers of all ages and abili�es, the compe��on opens for entries every 
October. The 2024 compe��on opens on 16 October 2023.  

 

ABOUT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

The Natural History Museum is a world-leading science centre and one of the most visited 
atrac�ons in the UK. A global source of curiosity, inspira�on and joy. Our vision is to build a future in 
which both people and the planet thrive. We aim to be a catalyst for change, engaging advocates for 
the planet in everything that we do. Our 350 scien�sts are finding solu�ons to the planetary 
emergency in all aspects of life. Visit, join and support the Natural History Museum today. Protec�ng 
the planet. It's in our nature. 

 


