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1. What was the extent and significance of Ngati Raukawa participation in 20th century wars, in relation to the Waitangi Tribunal hearings for our iwi? How many men did we lose, and how many suffered long-term effects? How did the wars affect whānau, marae and community here in Aotearoa, and was there any change in political relations with Government as a result? Through talking to relatives within Ngāti Raukawa over the years, Te Kenehi had become convinced that the topic was important. Some wanted to talk about their tupuna who had fought, some wanted to talk about tupuna who had refused to fight. Tribes on the East Coast were well-known for having fought overseas (eg C Company, Māori battalion), but what was our story? Te Kenehi raised the topic at Wai 113 Hui-a-Iwi at Ngatokowaru, Kauwhata and Otaki and received validation. Then, during the hearings at Hato Paora College on 13th March 2020, he put the idea to the Tribunal (transcript Wai 2200, #4.1.24). Deputy chief judge Karen Fox and Dr Monty Soutar both responded positively. This project has provided an opportunity for many whānau to share stories about participation in war, which when compiled create a bigger picture of our Ngāti Raukawa and affiliated iwi and hapū involvement in war, and its impact on our people and community.  
  
2. Combining Te Kenehi’s extensive knowledge of matauranga Raukawa, whānau and whakapapa, with Heeni’s experience in investigative journalism, kaupapa Māori and oral history research, we have worked ethically with whānau – discussing  tupuna involvement in mounted rifles, Boer War, World War I, World War II,  Japan, Korea, Malaya, Vietnam and later conflicts, fund-raising and other home support activities, economic and social factors. While there were no veterans of World War 1 or 2 still alive to interview, we have been advised by people with long careers in the army or navy eg. Reuben Waaka. Our Ngāti Raukawa War Effort support team included Tata Lawton, a leading historian on D company history (Ministry of Culture & Heritage), and Diane Taylor, a member of the Horowhenua War Memorial Project team and whakapapa expert; and Turoa Karatea, a Vietnam veteran. We have studied individual army files held at Archives, and various other primary and secondary sources, drawing extensively on the work of Māori military historians Monty Soutar and Wira Gardiner. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk97318471][bookmark: _Hlk97318502]Traditional times - ‘Te ika i te ati’[footnoteRef:1] or ‘mata-ika’[footnoteRef:2] (the first slain) and ‘te rau o te patu’[footnoteRef:3] (the blade of the patu) were some of the terms relevant to battle for Ngāti Raukawa and other Tainui iwi. There was a spiritual kaupapa relevant to fighting, and karakia were important to propitiate atua - for Ngāti Raukawa and Tainui people these atua included Tūmatauenga and Uenuku (a war god associated with rainbows). Karakia and haka boosted confidence, strength, and spiritual protection; and also intimidated the enemy.  Warfare was an important aspect of our culture and way of life. Leaders of hapū, or alliances of hapū, were fighting men successful in battle. [1:  Ross Calman, He Pukapuka Tātaku i Ngā Mahi a Te Rauparaha Nui Nā Tamihana Te Rauparaha, A Record of the Live of the Great Te Rauparaha, Auckland, Auckland University Press, 2020, p. 52. ]  [2:  Basil Keane, 'Riri - traditional Māori warfare', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, Dictionary of New Zealand Biography (DNZB), 20 June 2012 http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/riri-traditional-maori-warfare (accessed 22 July 2021). ]  [3:  Matene Te Whiwhi and others to Governor General, 5 July 1881, Archives NZ MA-MLP1 24] 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk97318586][bookmark: _Hlk97318622]The oldest sons of Raukawa’s son Takihiku - Tamatehura, Wairangi, Upokoiti and Pipito - became known as the ‘fighting brothers’, alongside their cousin Whāita (son of Raukawa’s daughter Kurawari), and Whakatere’s son Poutu. Together they defeated Ngāti Kahupungapunga, expanding the territory of Ngati Raukawa south towards Taupo and east towards Rotorua, c1650. The earliest known Ngāti Raukawa fighting haka, composed around the time of these battles, Wairangi’s haka, is associated with his wife Parewhete having an illicit liaison with her whanaunga Tupateka, of Ngāti Maru, Hauraki and a subsequent attack on Tupateka and his hapū. This was one of the haka also performed by Ngāti Raukawa and others during World Wars 1 and 2.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk97318823]The battle of Hingakaka resulted in huge losses for both Ngati Raukawa and Ngati Toa. Kikopiri’s sons Wahineiti and Hapekituarangi led an alliance which included Ngāti Kauwhata.   After Wahineiti’s untimely death, Hapekituarangi became principal chief of Ngāti Raukawa of Maungatautari, and along with Te Rauparaha, successfully obtained utu from Waikato.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Calman, 2020, pp. 58-61.
] 

6. [bookmark: _Hlk97318843][bookmark: _Hlk97318903][bookmark: _Hlk97318974]Two large travelling raiding parties known as Amiowhenua from the Waikato and further north, including Ngāti Raukawa and Ngāti Toa men, travelled with guns to Te Upoko o te Ika, taking pā and kainga, achieving dominance over large areas of land on the west coast and Wairarapa, which led towards later conquest and heke led by Ngāti Toa, Te Atiawa and Ngāti Raukawa. Te Rauparaha and others received guns from Ngā Puhi for their participation, including the ability to strategize and plan deceptions (ngā mahi nukurau[footnoteRef:5]). This ability was a strength that the Māori forces became known for later in the 20th century wars.  After the death of Hapekituarangi, Te Rauparaha succeeded to his uncle’s mana, but not all of Ngāti Raukawa wanted to follow him. The need to obtain guns for military strength was an important factor in Te Rauparaha’s decision to bring his people south - both Ngāti Toa and Ngāti Raukawa. Conflict with Waikato/Maniapoto also led to Ngāti Raukawa leaving Waikato and moving east to Te Kaokaoroa o Patatere and south to northern Taupō. Te Ahukaramu led the whanāu/hapū group Te Tuarā-nui-o-Pakake (Te Heke Whirinui) south to this rohe at the request of Waitohi, sister of Te Rauparaha. Women also had leadership roles in motivating, strategizing and fighting.  [5:  Two Letters from Ngāti Toa to Sir George Grey, translation by B Biggs, Journal of the Polynesian Society (JPS), Vol. 68, 1959, pp. 269-70. ] 

7. [bookmark: _Hlk97319007]The death of Te Rauparah’s children and close cousin Te Poa at Te Wī (Ohau) in 1822 led to his decision to kill Muaupoko mercilessly, and enmity continued also with Rangitane and Ngati Apa. Ngāti Toa and Te Atiawa defended Kapiti Island from a combined attack from earlier tangata whenua tribes in 1824; and the first major Ngāti Raukawa migration south, Te Heke Whirinui occurred in 1826. Ngāti Huia was involved in attacks on Muaupoko at lakes Papaitonga and Horowhenua.[footnoteRef:6] Taikapurua and Īhakara Tukumaru of Ngāti Ngārongo were also strong fighting rangatira as indicated in the name of their taua, Patukōhuru, and Īhakara’s name, Te Hokowhitu-ā-Kuri Tukumaru.  Some other places known as sites of Ngāti Raukawa defeat of the tangata whenua iwi were Pikitara (Te Reureu)[footnoteRef:7], Ohotuiti (Manawatu)[footnoteRef:8], Awahuri (Oroua) and Tuwhakatupua (where Kaihinu and Peropero were killed)[footnoteRef:9]. Haowhenua was a very long battle between Ngati Raukawa and Te Atiawa, initially over land and access to trade. Fighting continued after the arrival of Christianity, with Kuititanga in 1839 being the last inter-tribal battle of significance for our iwi. Intermarriages since have helped heal the pain of losses in earlier battles and build connections between the various iwi. [6:  Buller, Sir W. and Waretini Tuainuku, The Story of Papaitonga; or, A Page of Maori History. TPRSNZI, Vol 26, 1893, p. 572-584. ]  [7:  Karatea, T., Korero Tuku Iho hearing, site visits, Wai 2200, 18.5.2014.]  [8:  Collins, H. Ka Mate, Ka Ora! The Spirit of Te Rauparaha, 2010, p. 67. ]  [9:  L. Buick, Old Manawatu, Buick & Young, Palmerston North, 1903, Chap. 2; Buller AJHR, 1867, I, A-19, p9. ] 

8. [bookmark: _Hlk97319057]Colonization - Our three iwi (Ngāti Raukawa, Te Atiawa, Ngāti Toa) became further divided and vulnerable as we faced the arrival of the New Zealand Company, bringing many shiploads of Englishmen hungry for land. British Crown support for the colonization of Aotearoa was backed by military force, evident at the time of the signing of the Treaty and at various times over the next three decades as the British took control of the country. Te Rauparaha and Te Rangihaeata signed the Treaty, but neither intended to sign away their mana or authority. Chiefs like Īhakara Tukumaru and Tamihana Te Rauparaha wanted Europeans to live amongst Ngāti Raukawa for guns, commercial benefit, literacy and a more peaceful existence. 
9. [bookmark: _Hlk97319105]Guns were an important commodity used in land deals, and buying land from one iwi first put pressure on other iwi to sell in order maintaining the balance of power. Settler demand for land led to the New Zealand Company pushing north from Port Nicholson and from Nelson to the Wairau, where Ngāti Toa interests were affected. A serious conflict occurred there between Ngati Toa and a volunteer militia group of 46 men (35 armed with guns) after an attempt to arrest Te Rauparaha and Te Rangihaeata. British Crown representatives decided that the surveyors and volunteer militia at Wairau had acted with inadequate authority. However, the Crown continued to assist the New Zealand Company to get land, eg at the Hutt Valley, where Ngāti Tama and Ngāti Rangatahi were pushed off the land by force.  
10. Resistance led by Te Rangihaeata, based on customary rights, included conflicts at Boulcott’s farm and elsewhere. In 1846 Te Rauparaha was arrested at Taupo kainga (Plimmerton), and held in captivity in Auckland. Te Rangihaeata and his followers were pursued north to Poroutawhao. Governor Grey began buying the loyalty of Maori in the 1840s, eg recruiting native military forces and police, and from 1846 he paid salaries to ‘friendly’ chiefs as Native Assessors. A colonial militia was formed to complement British forces and military training became compulsory for most European males.  
11. [bookmark: _Hlk97319151][bookmark: _Hlk97319192]In 1850, Native Secretary H. Tacy Kemp’s survey described Ngāti Raukawa as ‘the most powerful tribe in the region, able to field over 1000 fighting men,’ ‘industrious, brave and very much united’. And yet by the mid-1870s, by the manoeuvrings of other iwi and the Crown, our iwi had lost the Rangitikei-Manawatu block, and was struggling to retain Manawatu-Kukutauaki. Disease and illness had taken a heavy toll on our population numbers (fifteen percent loss reported in 1872) and we were suffering from hunger. Te Rangihiwinui, aka Te Keepa or Kemp, gained power and influence by fighting for the Crown. To reward him for his loyalty, the Native Land Court allowed him to set the boundaries of the Horowhenua block, whereby he gained an extra 32,000 acres of Ngāti Raukawa land. Some of our Ngāti Raukawa men, particularly from Te Reureu, were Kingitanga supporters and fought against the Crown in the Waikato and Taranaki. On the other hand, Watene Te Waewae of Ngāti Pareraukawa may have fought on the side of the Crown against Te Kooti in the Hawkes Bay, though he was also willing to fight for his own hapū land at Horowhenua. 
12. The desire of our tupuna to retain whenua was clearly expressed and yet it was lost, particularly at Rangitikei-Manawatu and Horowhenua. Promises of protection, partnership and participation were not kept. The Government used policies of deliberate disempowerment of Ngāti Raukawa to undermine our efforts to maintain rangatiratanga, our whenua and the balance of power achieved over the previous two to three decades. Ngāti Raukawa was reduced from being united as the dominant military power in the region, well-resourced and healthy, to being divided, pressured into further subdivision and sale of land, affected by illness, and struggling to subsist. The Crown relationship with Ngāti Raukawa ki te Tonga in the19th century was very poor - disrespectful, demeaning and divisive. 
13. [bookmark: _Hlk97319259]And yet the fighting spirit of some of our leaders was evident in petitions, court cases, and political action. Te Kotahitanga, like the Kingitanga, was a multi-tribal movement centred at Wairarapa and supported by some Ngāti Raukawa (eg Wiremu Kiriwehi of Ngāti Kapu[footnoteRef:10]), which worked towards political partnership with the government. The influences of Christianity, assimilationist rhetoric from politicians and media, and the dominance of British law and governance systems all contributed to a willingness by many of our men to fight as part of Britain’s colonial forces in the twentieth century. For many, it was a chance for travel, adventure, and to prove their courage on the battlefield; an escape from poverty and drudgery at home. [10:  Colonist, vol XLI, issue 9010, 2/11/1897, p3] 

14. [bookmark: _Hlk97319299][bookmark: _Hlk97319378]20th century wars - As the focus of the New Zealand colonial government changed from stamping down the “Māori unrest” of the mid-19th century to supporting British imperialist interests overseas, there was no shortage of volunteers, both Pakeha and Māori. Voluntary military training at home involved riding horses in the Mounted Rifles, the use of weapons, tournaments and balls. Many Ngāti Raukawa men took part in that training, eg under the leadership of Rere Nicholson of Ngāti Pareraukawa. From that experience and training came opportunities to travel overseas in coronation performance parties, fight in the Boer War, and later to participate in World War One and/or World War II. From our research, we learnt that Ngāti Raukawa men went to war with brothers, cousins, uncles, nephews/sons and friends, and that subsequent generations also became soldiers in later wars. Travelling with whānau and friends gave them confidence and boosted morale.
15. [bookmark: _Hlk97319422][bookmark: _Hlk97319464]Patriotic and militaristic fervour was strong early last century after the Anglo-Boer War began. Scouts, school cadet groups, and teachers encouraged boys into military training. Non-fighting Māori contingents were sent in uniform to represent Māori in royal Jubilee or Coronation celebrations in England (1897, 1902), including Ngāti Raukawa men Rāwiri Tātana (Ngāti Huia) and Te Tahuri (Ngāti Pareraukawa) of Ōtaki. British attitudes to Māori were patronising and demeaning, but a haka performed for Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll, was well-received. One factor in the willingness of southern Ngāti Raukawa hapū to enlist was proximity to Wellington, where decisions were being made about wars overseas; another was that Ngāti Raukawa men from Otaki had become MPs (eg Hoani Taipua, Ropata Te Ao), and some were involved in the Kotahitanga movement. Many whānau in Otaki and vicinity were ‘loyalist’ (pro-Government) or even royalist eg the Tahiwi whānau. 
16. [bookmark: _Hlk97319578][bookmark: _GoBack]Despite Māori experience and training in the Mounted Rifles, and the British Government’s refusal to include Māori in the New Zealand contingent for South Africa, educated Māori with European names were able to enlist, and these included at least five Ngāti Raukawa men. Several Ngāti Raukawa whānau names carried through from the mounted rifles and/or Boer War to the first World War - Karauti (OMR), Carkeek (Boer), Tahiwi (OMR), Ropata (OMR), Royal (OMR), and Bevan (OMR). One member of the Cook whanau of Foxton died in the Boer War (J.A. Hickson).[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Cook whānau journal sub-committee, Cook Reunion Raukawa Marae, Otaki 1989-1990. Otaki, 1991. ] 

17. [bookmark: _Hlk97319782][bookmark: _Hlk97319822][bookmark: _Hlk97319882]Māori MPs like Maui Pomare ( MP Te Tai Hauauru), as well as Ngata and Carroll who promoted Māori participation in the first World War, hoped it would elevate the status of Māori in the wider New Zealand community to one of equality.[footnoteRef:12] Capt Pirimi Tahiwi had the most distinguished army career of our Ngāti Raukawa men in World War One in terms of leadership. After enlisting in August 1914, he was soon promoted to Second Lieutenant. He enlisted with Lt Roger Dansey (Te Arawa, Tuwharetoa, Ngāti Raukawa) - both had been Māori All Blacks. After the contingent went to Egypt and then Malta to train in April 1915, Pirimi was promoted Captain, and Dansey became a Captain soon afterwards. Together, Dansey and Pirimi led the A company of the Māori contingent in the attack at Sari Bair, Gallipoli, and led Te Rauparaha’s haka, ‘ka mate, ka mate’, (with Henare Tahiwi also) in its first use as a terror tactic in a world war, as well as boosting the fighting spirit of our Ngāti Raukawa men, the wider Maori contingent and the New Zealand troops there. Karakia, himene and use of te reo were also important in maintaining morale, strength and unity amongst our men.  [12:  Ngata, W., Hakiwai, A., Salmond, A., McCarthy, C., Salmond, A., Soutar, M., Shuster, J., & others, Hei Taonga Mā Ngā Uri Whakatipu, Treasures for the Rising Generation, The Dominion Museum Ethnological Expeditions 1919-1923. Te Papa Press, Wellington, 2021, p67.
] 

18. [bookmark: _Hlk97320045]Seriously wounded (in the neck and body) at Gallipoli the next day, Pirimi went to England to recover. While there in 1916, Pirimi visited Princess Mary and led New Zealanders in the first Anzac Day parade in London. He was involved with training men in New Zealand and England before re-joining the Pioneer Māori battalion in France where he became D company commander. In 1929 he was awarded the Colonial Auxiliary Officers’ Decoration.[footnoteRef:13] His brother Henare, also a rugby player (New Zealand Māori team, 1910) was also in the first Māori contingent - a bugler, and then a Lance Corporal. He was badly wounded in the knee at Gallipoli, and returned to New Zealand to recover.  [13:  Rupene M. T. Waaka. 'Tāhiwi, Pirimi Pererika', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1998. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/4t1/tahiwi-pirimi-pererika (accessed 6 December 2021] 

19. [bookmark: _Hlk97320282]Rikihana Carkeek became renowned as a member of the first Māori contingent, keeping a detailed diary, and is honoured by his portrayal as a giant figure in the Gallipoli exhibition at Te Papa. A former Te Aute student then clerk, he became a machine gunner and fought in the battle of Sari Bair, Gallipoli, 1915. He was badly wounded, shot through the neck and body. He became a 2nd Lieutenant, and undertook officer training in England, but a fractured leg took him away from the front in 1918.[footnoteRef:14] His diary was published as a memoir, “Home Little Māori Home”, in 2003.  [14:  Rikihana Carkeek Great War Story', Ministry for Culture and Heritage, updated 1 May 2020, https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/video/rikihana-carkeek-great-war-story (accessed 27 September 2021)] 

20. [bookmark: _Hlk97320397][bookmark: _Hlk97320500][bookmark: _Hlk97320547] The most decorated of our Ngāti Raukawa men in World War 1 was Sgt Harry Jacob, who was awarded the Military Cross for his distinguished service in France, Le Quesnoy, the last German-occupied French town to be liberated by the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, with support from the Pioneer Māori Battalion. [footnoteRef:15]Our relative Harry Dansey (Te Arawa, Tuwharetoa, Ngāti Raukawa) was also awarded a Military Cross in 1918. Harry enlisted age 40, and was recognised for his work constructing railways, evacuating wounded, and helping to plan a night attack in France. Other Ngāti Raukawa men from our rohe who received honours were Tau Paranihi (Distinguished Conduct Medal) for his gallantry at Gallipoli in 1915; Lt Horopapa Karauti who received a Croix de Guerre from the Belgian King (1919); and Charles Sciascia, Wellington infantry battalion, awarded a Military Medal for leading a reconnaissance group in France 1917. We also recognize the gallantry of Hohepa Paramena Te Kootu, in stopping a runaway horse-wagon, averting a possible catastrophe, in France 1917.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Archives R24169663 - Hohepa Jacob, WW1/16/268, WWII 816237.]  [16:  R18055333 A.Karauti 16/270; R20810130 Charles Sciascia, WW1 10/518;  R7824767 Hohepa Paramena Te Kootu, 16/751. ] 

21. [bookmark: _Hlk97320576][bookmark: _Hlk97320791][bookmark: _Hlk97320698]The experience of Ngāti Raukawa men in World War One was hellish compared to the enjoyable tournaments and training in the mounted rifles back home. Online access to WW1 Archives files has allowed us to study over 55 individual army files, of the 84 or so Ngāti Raukawa men we found who served in World War One – their enlistment and training, injuries, illnesses, hospitalizations, field punishments and deaths. Our analysis of the data and reading of Soutar’s important book on Māori in WW1[footnoteRef:17] provide harsh insights into the reality of conditions for those who suffered in their service with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force of the British army, mostly with the Māori contingents. Some got sick in Malta while training; at Gallipoli substandard water and insanitary conditions led to diseases including enteric fever, tuberculosis, typhoid, influenza, dysentry and diarrhoea.[footnoteRef:18] There was incessant gunfire and bombing from well-armed Turks defending their home territory. The Anzacs including the Māori contingent were sent to a “precarious beachhead”, closer to the Turkish forces than the British, and suffered a high rate of loss (sickness, injury and death) from the first day they arrived on 3rd July 1915.  [17:  Soutar, M. Whitiki! Whiti! Whiti! E! Maori in the First World War, David Bateman Ltd, Auckland, 2019. ]  [18:  Soutar, 2019, p. 189. ] 

22. [bookmark: _Hlk97320763][bookmark: _Hlk97320856][bookmark: _Hlk97320889]Strategic planning was done by the British army, and the men must surely have questioned many of those decisions. The Māori contingent were required to follow orders, in a situation where so many had already died, fallen ill or been injured that were soon called on to make up the numbers in an increasingly suicidal mission. While they were initially digging trenches and carrying loads etc to establish the Anzac force there, with rifles used on trench duty overnight, always under fire, the Māori contingent was soon called on to fight in the Sari Bair campaign, with bayonets in a stealthy night attack.[footnoteRef:19] Sadly, Pte Pahia Ropata (16/199) was killed on 6th August 1915, shot after becoming entangled in a barrier. One private estimated in September 1915 that half the Māori contingent was sick, wounded or killed.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  Soutar, 2019, Chapter. 5.]  [20:  Soutar, 2019, p186. ] 

23. [bookmark: _Hlk97320945]In the same campaign, Pte Tau Paranihi of Ngāti Waewae was surrounded and fought bravely, killing four Turks and capturing the fifth. He was later awarded a DCM for this action, but suffered from a bayonet wound to his hand. Capt Pirimi Tahiwi, his brother Henare and Rikihana Carkeek were all seriously wounded at Gallipoli. Prim and Rikihana returned to join the Pioneer Māori Battalion. Seven other Ngati Raukawa men were seriously wounded, and seven were hospitalized with illness.
24. Despite the praise and recognition gained by the Māori contingent at Gallipoli, Major-General Godley wanted it disbanded and sent Roger Dansey and three other officers home for unsatisfactory conduct. While he eventually conceded under pressure from Maori MPs and Defence Minister James Allen, these events indicated the lack of understanding and tension between the British commanders and Māori, which no doubt included elements of racism and prejudice. The New Zealand Pioneer battalion was formed, which included the first and second Māori contingents and the Otago Mounted Rifles. Dansey’s reputation remained high in the Māori contingent and he soon regained his rank as Captain. But despite the support of their men, and their proven experience, Māori officers were not given Commanding Officer positions for the rest of the war (see list of grievances below). The defeat on Gallipoli had shattered pre-war expectations of battlefield glory, though a public relations exercise had insisted that “our boys had not died in vain”.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Wright, M., Illustrated History of New Zealand, David Bateman Ltd, Auckland, 2013, p. 258. ] 

25. [bookmark: _Hlk97321560][bookmark: _Hlk97321123][bookmark: _Hlk97321530]Some of our men who were sent home sick or wounded after Gallipoli, and stayed home, probably counted themselves lucky. There was important mahi to do at home, with influenza beginning to spread, and the need to rebuild and strengthen the home community.  Only about half of the Māori contingent men who had arrived at Gallipoli remained fit for service by the end of it.  The second Māori contingent were welcomed in Egypt with haka by the survivors of the first contingent. There were fifteen Ngāti Raukawa men in the second contingent, including Samuel Lichfield Cook, three Royals, three Wehipeihana (sons of Roha Wehipeihana), three Katene brothers, and Richard Winterburn. They were also joined by the third Māori contingent, with seven Ngāti Raukawa men, including Arona (Moses) McGregor and his brother Poutu. [footnoteRef:22] [22:  Pugsley, C., Te Hokowhitu a Tu, the Maori Pioneer Battalion in the First World War, Reed, Auckland, 1995
] 

26. But western Europe was also a significant arena for war, and again, the carnage and horror there was on a vast scale. While there were at least more local food resources, and accommodation was better than Gallipoli, the contingent was soon experiencing bombardment eg in billets in Armentieres. Roger Dansey led the Pioneers in a daring night bombing raid, which included four of our Ngāti Raukawa men. Harry Dansey’s planning was critical in this mission. The speed and strength of the Pioneer Māori battalion here became evident, especially at digging trenches. After three months at Armentieres, they went to the Somme. Injuries from poison gas, further bombardment and the brutality of British military discipline (field punishments) were some of what our men experienced at the western front (1916-1919).
27. Field punishments (like those for conscientious objectors) involving being handcuffed, and walking shackled under an escort (FP no 2) or tied (hands and feet) to posts or other fixed objects for many hours each day (FP no 1). These were suffered by several Ngāti Raukawa men (see Appendix B). This degrading, inhumane and damaging form of punishment was made illegal in 1923. The breaking of rules and difficulty maintaining discipline was likely to have been associated with combat fatigue, exhaustion and sometimes shell shock, for which there was no understanding or treatment at the time.[footnoteRef:23] In February 1918 a Ngai Tahu man was executed by the British and New Zealand army in France for desertion. These mental, emotional and spiritual stresses added to the injuries caused by enemy attack, physical wounds and illness.  [23:  Pugsley, C., On the Fringes of Hell, New Zealanders and Military Discipline in the First World War. Hodder & Staughton, Auckland, 1991, p. 173, pp. 182-184. ] 

28. Most of the file of Ngāti Raukawa men we studied in World War 1 showed hospitalizations, some frequent. One died of illness in France (George Cook, 16/299), another soon after returning home (Wetini Temuera aka Te Muera, 16/248), and at least two were killed in action in France or Belgium (Timiuha 16/303, Sciascia 10/518). Some cases: Huke Royal (16/728) suffered gas poisoning (blistering of the lungs) at the Somme on 1st September 1916 and was discharged the following April. At least seven of our men suffered gas poisoning. Richard Ransfield, aka Manuriki Ranapiri, of Ngāti Tukorehe had enteric fever in 1916 and was gassed at the Somme in February 1917. He was sent home to recover, discharged in August and died in October that year. Trench fever was another sickness suffered by some of our men in France, which was an infection spread by lice eg Tutepourangi McDonald (16/1258). Te Rauangaanga Kiriona, aka Robert Tuhera of Ngāti Huia was working near Adelaide when he joined the Australian Lighthorse Brigade in 1916. This brigade joined a British and New Zealand campaign to fight the Ottomans in Palestine. Sadly, he died of pneumonia there on 12th Sept 1918, and was buried at the Ramleh military cemetery, Palestine[footnoteRef:24]. [24:  Archives R21048559, Robert Tuhera, WW1 Army; A. Hayden, 2021, Brief of Evidence, Wai 2200, Wai 113H, Ngāti Huia ki Poroutawhao. ] 

29. Some examples of men from the northern Raukawa/Kauwhata rohe who were seriously wounded and a death from illness are: Tau Paranihi (16/407, DCM) of Ngāti Waewae, wounded at Gallipoli, invalided home and discharged in January 1916; Akuhata Himiona (16/375) of Ngati Turoa, Awahuri, shot in the knee at Gallipoli, invalided home and discharged in June 1916. Akuhata returned to a leadership role within his whānau and hapū (Ngāti Turoa, Ngāti Kauwhata) eg Oroua rugby and Māori wardens. Pte George Graham (20711), son of Raika Graham, Awahuri, died of pneumonia on the ship home to New Zealand in March 1919. Some of the whānau in the north, particularly those linked to the Kingitanga at Te Reureu (Ngāti Pikiahu, Ngāti Waewae, Ngāti Matakore and Ngāti Rangatahi), supported Te Puea’s call to resist compulsory military conscription in 1917-18.[footnoteRef:25] This can be seen as part of a continuous resistance movement which began with opposition to British colonisation of Aotearoa New Zealand in the 1840s, eg Te Rangihaeata, and included the Kingitanga and Kotahitanga movements, and remains to the present day. [25:  Diary of Tamiapo Herangi, 1918; Hare Arapere, 6 November 2021. ] 

30. Our research has identified 84 Ngāti Raukawa men who participated in World War One. Three were killed in action (Pahia Ropata, John Timiuha, Charles Sciascia), five died of illness while in service or during the war (George Cook, Te Rauangaanga Kiriona, Taipua Cootes, Richard Ransfield, George Graham), and several more died of illness within the next fifteen years.  At least ten were discharged, unfit for service due to wounds or illness (see data from individual Archives files, Appendix B).
31. Grievances related to WW1, include: a) Māori not being seen as a fighting force, ie not a rifle battalion b) Persuading the Ropata brothers to sell their land at Kapiti Island, while employed by the army c) Māori not appointed as Commanding Officers, and being subject to ignorant and/or racist commanders like Lt Col Alfred Herbert. d) Major-General Sir Alexander Godley trying to break up the Māori contingent after Gallipoli and sending respected Māori officers home on inadequate grounds e) The British decision to send more and more New Zealanders including Māori to Anzac Cove, treating them as expendable, while protecting their own troops from such heavy losses. f) British military disciplinary measures including Field Punishments numbers 1 and 2 which occurred in France and affected several of our men g) The exposure to poison gases. Chapters Four and Six also found a lack of care for returned servicemen and whānau post-war (particularly after WW1), inequity between Māori and Pakeha pensions (formally) until 1915 and beyond (informally), and insufficient support for Māori to apply for and gain land under the Discharged Soldiers Settlement scheme.
32. After the men left for war, there was a large-scale community effort within Ngāti Raukawa to send them as much aroha and comfort as possible. Fund-raising events and performances supporting soldiers occurred throughout our Ngāti Raukawa rohe. Soldiers began arriving back home in late 1915, and a few started to attend patriotic events. The spirited bayonet attack of the Māori contingent at Gallipoli, including the use of haka, was discussed and celebrated by the wider community. Those who had sacrificed their lives were also acknowledged. But before the war was over, and probably associated with returning soldiers, the influenza epidemic hit the home community hard. Our whānau, who had struggled without leading men away at war, continued to struggle with health and poverty issues after their return.
33. We support the view, as others have expressed before us, that the New Zealand government should have provided more financial support, counselling, skill-training and employment for our Ngāti Raukawa veterans suffering the ill-effects of war. The scant inclusion of our veterans from discharged soldiers’ settlements is a major grievance - the figure nationally was that only 1.6% of land allocation to veterans went to Māori veterans. We found only four Ngāti Raukawa men (Hohepa Paramena Te Kootu, Rota Hohipuha, Piri Ellison and Rau Parata) who obtained land this way[footnoteRef:26], with hundreds of Pakeha allocated or leased land in our tribal rohe over the decades to 1947  (exact number difficult to determine), in both rural and town areas. It was effectively another Pakeha land-grab, and the way that the contribution made by our Ngāti Raukawa veterans was ignored smacks of racism. Instead of giving land to those veterans most in need, the Government gave it to the privileged, who had the capital to establish the farms and grow an asset. Disparities between Māori and Pakeha remained or worsened, despite the rhetoric of the politicians prior to the war who had said that fighting would bring about greater equality; and their promises that veterans would be looked after.  [26:  R6286491, Wellington (Wasteland) Board Minutes 1919, Lands & Survey, 12/18] 

34. Over a hundred Ngati Raukawa men (109) joined the 28th Maori battalion in World War Two, and a total of 181 Ngati Raukawa men and one woman (Ruth Ransfield) participated in World War Two and served overseas. Some were in the 2nd NZEF, air force, navy and other divisions. Thirty-two of our men were lost, died from wounds or were killed in action in WW2, and eight suffered for years in POW camps[footnoteRef:27]. The trauma of war affected many long-term, and no-one was left unscathed. [27:  Whānau interviews, Online Cenotaph (Auckland War Memorial Museum); www.28maoribattalion.org.nz
] 


35. While most of those in the 28 Māori battalion were in the D company, which was made up of men from Waikato, Taranaki, Wanganui and Wellington (including our west coast rohe of Ngāti Raukawa), we also celebrate Capt Rangi Royal as our most decorated and senior Ngāti Raukawa participant in World War 2. Although he was commander of the B company, which was mostly Te Arawa, there were other Ngāti Raukawa men alongside him in both the B and D companies, and we offer insights into the two pivotal actions for which he was awarded the Military Cross and Bar, in Crete and Libya. He had a key role in relation to events at Maleme airport, Crete, and led a rearguard group there, and also led a night attack at Point 181 in Libya.  After the war, he had an outstanding career in Māori development (Native Department), and in 1964 he was awarded an OBE for services to Maori people.

36. We also acknowledge that Capt Pirimi Tahiwi served in WW2, and his nephews Remana Te Hana and Kingi Te Ahoaho Gilling Tahiwi lost their lives during active service. We acknowledge Thomas Tulloch, DCM, Ngāti Kapu, Ōtaki (cited for an attack on Cassino 1944). 

37. Participation in both wars shifted public opinion towards supporting Māori to retain distinctiveness, as opposed to assimilation and strengthened the case for Māori rights at a high level. Public speeches for those fallen extolled the virtue of fighting side by side, Māori and Pakeha, and emphasised unity but also the significance of the haka and Māori fighting spirit in lifting morale for all soldiers. Advocacy for Māori rights, which had been evident in the 19th century (eg Kingitanga, Kotahitanga movements, petitions over land) was evident also in the 20th century. Te Puea’s resistance triggered a serious consideration in Government of Māori land loss and poverty. So it was not just participation in war, but also consistent and continuous activism for our customary and treaty rights (land, reo, education, political representation) which have resulted in long term gains for Māori people nationally e.g. the establishment of the Waitangi Tribunal. Benefits for Ngāti Raukawa include (limited) Government support for marae development, Kohanga Reo, kura kaupapa Māori, and the eventual recognition of Te Wānanga o Raukawa. These initiatives have been gained by our own determination and sacrifice (tino rangatiratanga) from a vision named Whakatupuranga Rua Mano (Generation 2000) conceived by Professor Whatarangi Winiata and adopted by the Raukawa Marae Trustees in 1975. 
38. Another positive benefit of participation in both World Wars was the whakawhanaungatanga between men of our iwi and others, through their shared experience. Their whānau and descendants have taken pride in their collective demonstration of courage and fighting ability, and this has linked veteran families. Some outcomes after WW2 were pan-tribal Māori nationalism, and new enthusiasm for Christian churches, boarding schools, farm skills, army careers and higher educational aspirations (eg tertiary).  
39. Invisibility, however, has been a long-term issue for Ngāti Raukawa. Those tribes who have already completed treaty claim settlement processes have been more often recognized and consulted by local authorities. We hope this report goes some way to making clear who we are as an iwi, and our contribution and experience in the major wars of the 20th century. A major grievance has been the on-going loss of land, to Pākeha veterans and others, which participation in the wars did little or nothing to halt or alleviate. We hope this report helps raise awareness of the participation and proves the value of iwi-based military research, as a way of contributing to Māori military history nationally. 
40. One senior whanaunga, Helene Hakaraia (Ngāti Wehiwehi, Ngāti Kapu), has extensive knowledge of these wars through a veterans network, states that there are many grievances related to army lack of care for Māori and other veterans in relation to both World Wars, as well as J-force, K-force, Vietnam, and Malaya.[footnoteRef:28] Turoa Karatea (Ngāti Matakore, Ngāti Pikiahu-Waewae) has also spoken publicly about the impact of Agent Orange, the defoliant used during the Vietnam war, on himself and others.[footnoteRef:29] The following policy considerations are offered towards improving army life and care for Māori army staff – quota for Māori in trade training including nursing; consistent protocols and policy for the return of deceased and sick soldiers from overseas; support for the whānau of sick and deceased soldiers; and the possibility of having a specific Māori unit in the army. [28:  Brief of Evidence, Helene Hakaraia, Wai 2502, #A176c, 26 July 2021.]  [29:  Te Aniwa Hurihanganui, ‘Māori war veteran’s skin still peeling 50 years after Agent Orange exposure’, RNZ, 3 June 2021, https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/in-depth/443953/maori-war-veteran-s-skin-still-peeling-50-years-after-agent-orange-exposure. ] 
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