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New exhibition at Auckland Museum celebrates 100 years of Netball in New Zealand
Tāmaki Paenga Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum and Poitarawhiti Aotearoa Netball New Zealand will celebrate one hundred years of one of our most beloved and iconic sports, in a new exhibition opening Tuesday 3 September
Our Game: A Century of Netball in Aotearoa New Zealand traces the evolution of netball, from grassroots beginnings to triumphs on the global stage. Through a diverse collection of photographs, memorabilia, archival footage, and personal stories, the exhibition will uncover the history of netball in our nation and give visitors insights into the sport that has captivated and united communities across the motu.
The exhibition shares the origins of netball in Aotearoa New Zealand, and how a consistent community groundswell and dedicated volunteers allowed it to become the flourishing sport it is today. It also highlights the challenges the sport, its supporters, and players faced, from earning recognition as a national sport to acceptance into the Commonwealth Games.
Dynamic and nostalgic, the exhibition highlights inspiring stories of pioneering players, coaches, and teams that have shaped the sport. It will showcase iconic matches and championships that have left a lasting impact on fans and players alike, and the significance of netball within different communities.
Auckland Museum Curator, Social History, Jane Groufsky says, "Our Game: A Century of Netball in Aotearoa New Zealand not only celebrates the sport's history but also acknowledges its role in fostering community spirit and empowering women. Netball is more than just a game; it reflects our nation's values, resilience, and passion.”
“Over the past century, Netball New Zealand has amassed an archive of photos, film, ephemera, uniforms and other significant items from the game. We’re looking forward to sharing some of these taonga with our visitors, as well as objects from the Museum’s collection and from other generous lenders,” says Groufsky.
2024 marks the centenary celebration of Netball New Zealand, the oldest netball association in the world. This milestone year highlights a century of promoting and supporting netball across the country, fostering a love for the sport, nurturing talent, and encouraging participation at all levels.
Netball New Zealand Chief Executive Jennie Wyllie says, “This centennial year is a monumental milestone for Netball New Zealand. We are excited to share our history alongside Auckland Museum in Our Game, and honour the countless individuals who have contributed to netball’s success in Aotearoa New Zealand.”
“We are proud to be an inclusive game. After 100 years, we are still growing throughout the community and on the national and international stage - our participation numbers are continuing to increase. This reflects our commitment to fostering a sport that embraces diversity and encourages everyone to take part. In Our Game, visitors will see how support from our communities and the passion of our players, coaches, and volunteers has made netball a vital and cherished part of New Zealand’s sporting landscape,” says Wyllie.
Our Game: A Century of Netball in Aotearoa New Zealand is presented by Tāmaki Paenga Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum in partnership with Poitarawhiti Aotearoa Netball New Zealand, and will be presented in the Museum’s Te Taunga Community Hub from Tuesday 3 September 2024 to Tuesday 18 February 2025. 

For media enquiries, interviews and images contact: 
Samantha McKegg, Publicist
Tāmaki Paenga Hira Auckland War Memorial Museum
smckegg@aucklandmuseum.com  |  +64 21 458 353
IMAGES AVAILABLE HERE
OUR GAME: A CENTURY OF NETBALL IN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
Opens Tue 3 September 2024 – Tue 18 February 2025
Te Taunga Community Hub, Grand Foyer   
Free with Museum entry

ABOUT AUCKLAND WAR MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
Auckland War Memorial Museum is one of New Zealand's first museums. The Museum tells the story of New Zealand, its place in the Pacific and its people. The Museum is a war memorial for the province of Auckland and holds one of New Zealand's top three heritage libraries. 

It has pre-eminent Māori and Pacific collections, significant natural history resources and major social and military history collections, as well as decorative arts and pictorial collections. 

ABOUT NETBALL NEW ZEALAND
Poitarawhiti Aotearoa/Netball New Zealand is the national body responsible for developing Netball in Aotearoa. While netball is the leading sport of choice for women and girls in Aotearoa, it is much more widely played and embraced by all. Our Poipoia strategy encapsulates how in New Zealand we connect and inspire communities through netball. Protecting our community, providing sustenance, and watching our next netballing generation grow – whether an elite athlete, an umpire, a volunteer or a player at grassroots level – it’s what we have always been about.    As well as assisting our netball centres in their delivery of community netball, NNZ provides high performance pathways, competitions and is responsible for the Silver Ferns programme.
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